THEODORE ROOSEVELT

They stood all on the same footing. The old
American plan ruled: every one on his merits.
In the last batch recommended for promotion
by Colonel Roosevelt for gallantry in the field
was a Jew. The result of it all was a corps
that excited the admiration of the regulars who
fought side by side with them.

Of their gameness innumerable stories have
been told. The Indian Issbell was shot seven
times in the fight at Las Guasimas, but stayed
in the firing-line to the end. Private Heffner,
shot through the body, demanded to be
propped up against a tree and given his rifle
and canteen. So fitted out, he fought on until
his comrades charged forward and he could no
longer shoot without danger of hitting them.
They found him sitting there dead after the
fight. The cow-puncher Rowland from Santa
Fe was shot through the side and ordered to
the rear by Colonel Roosevelt, who saw the
blood dripping from the wound. He went
obediently until he was out of sight, and then
sneaked back into the ranks. After it was over
they seized him and took him to the hospital,
where the surgeons told him he would have to
be shipped north. That night he escaped and
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